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CENSUS 2000 FACT SHEET

Census 2000 is the first census of the new century, and the data produced will form the cornerstone of knowledge about our nation for the next decade.  Census 2000 offers communities throughout the nation the opportunity to come together in a civic commitment to ensure a complete and accurate count of their residents.

· The Constitution of the United States mandates that a population count be conducted every 10 years.  A U.S. census has been conducted every 10 years since 1790. 

· The census of 1790 counted just under four million people living in the United States,     roughly the population of Alabama in 1990.

· An estimated 275 million residents in nearly 120 million households will be counted in Census 2000.

· The information gathered in Census 2000 helps to ensure that all congressional districts in the United States have proportionate representation in the government.

· Census 2000 information will help determine how communities across the nation receive their fair share of more than $185 billion in federal funding annually.

· Census 2000 information will help local leaders make critical community decisions such as where new schools, roads, job training centers, health care facilities and day care centers are needed.

· The census always is conducted in the strictest of confidence.  Personal information is not disclosed to anyone for any reason for 72 years, and the punishment for breaking the law is strict – up to five years in federal prison and a $5,000 fine.  Only aggregate data are published for reporting purposes.

· For the first time ever, the U.S. Census Bureau is using paid advertising to encourage participation in the census.  The ads for television, radio and print (including out-of-home) speak to all U.S. residents.  The ads have been created in 17 different languages to reach the many non-English speaking residents in the United States, including Puerto Rico and the island areas.  (The advertising is created in: English, Spanish, Chinese, Mandarin, Cantonese, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese, Tagalog, Hmong, Thai, Laotian, Cambodian, Russian, Polish, Arabic and Haitian.)

· Census forms can be requested in five languages other than English (Spanish, Chinese, Korean, Tagalog and Vietnamese), and assistance guides are provided in 49 languages.

· There are more than 50,000 community, corporate and congressional partners from across the United States, including Puerto Rico and the island areas, that are supporting the U.S. Census Bureau in its efforts to count every household.
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