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PROLOGUE

This research is the result of answering inquiries for many years about the ownership of rural school buildings, locations of these schools, and how they could be acquired.

The information of the sale or disposition of these properties came from various public records beginning in 1900 through 1990. These records included the minutes and resolutions of the Township School Trustees, official records of the Regional Superintendent of Schools, the plat maps of Chicago Title and Trust Company, and maps of Lake County drawn in 1861, 1900, 1907, 1961 through 1978.

The information is arranged by congressional townships listing the building within each township. Lake Villa township is a civil township formed in 1913 from parts of Avon and Antioch townships. The buildings sold in Lake Villa township are reported as a part of Avon or Antioch township's.

The section on the numbering of school districts was the result of an interview with W.C. Petty, who was County Superintendent of Schools, from 1931 to 1971.

The records of the township school trustees make no mention of the disposition of the original log schools in their township. Most of these
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structures were built by families and not an organized school district. Beginning in the late 1800's and early 1900's frame buildings replaced the log buildings. The 1920's saw the construction of brick and masonry buildings. These are the structures seen around Lake County today.

I would like to express my appreciation to all of the agencies and persons who were he1pful in allowing the use of their official records.

Bill Thompson 

December 1991

The Numbering of School Districts
Before 1900 the school districts were numbered by the trustees of schools within each township. If there were six schools in the township the oldest school was numbered 1, the newest school district formed was numbered 6.

In 1900 the State Legislature directed the County Superintendent of Schools to establish a consecutive numbering system for the school districts in the county.

Mather Marvin, who was County Superintendent of Schools at that time, established a numbering system which began in the Northeast corner of Lake County with Winthrop Harbor numbered District 1. Continuing within Zion-Benton Township, North Prairie School was designated number 2, Howe School number 3, Beach School number 5, and Zion School District number 6. No district in the township was designated number 4 because the County Superintendent of Schools of Cook County had designated the Barrington Elementary School District as number 4 and a portion of this district was in Lake County.

The numbering continued west into Newport township. Wadsworth School District was number 7, Townline School number 8. Numbers 9 and 10 were designated by the McHenry Superintendent for English Prairie School and Lotus Country schools respectively. These districts had territory in Lake and McHenry county. District 11 was Lone Oak school, Russell was number 13, Rosecrans 15, Browe School number 16, West Newport number 17. Districts 14, 18, 19, 20 and 21 were districts whose boundaries included
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Lake and McHenry counties were numbered by the McHenry Superintendent of Schools. District 21 was a McHenry County district whose boundaries came into Lake County in the southwest corner The numbering continued west through Antioch and West Antioch townships then dropped down into Grant township, then east through Grant, Avon, Lake Villa, Warren and into Waukegan township. The Dady school district 62 was the last number in Waukegan township.
 

District 63, North Chicago school district, began the numbering in Shields township continuing westerly through Libertyville, Fremont and Wauconda township. 

The Davlin School, number 87, began the numbering in Cuba Township continuing easterly through Ela, Vernon, West Deerfield and Deerfield townships. Highwood-Highland Park District number 111 was the last elementary district numbered. District 105 consolidated with the Everett School at a later date and was given the number 112.

After the initial numbering process that began in 1900 was completed, and new districts were formed or consolidations established, numbers were given to districts that were out of the original numerical order. An example of this in Grant Township which had Gavin District 37, Big Hollow District 38 and Brick District 39 as the only schools in 1900. In 1907 when the Fox Lake District was formed the County Superintendent gave Fox Lake the number 114. The number 113 had already been assigned to Deerfield Township High School and this began to upset the planned numbering process for the high school districts that were to be formed.
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As new consolidations were established numbers were assigned without much thought given to the original order as it was established. The original elementary districts 59 and 60 were consolidated in 1925 and given the number 115. Number 115 was the next elementary number after Fox Lake School district 114. Under the original plan number 115 should have been for a high school district. After District 115 was made a part of the Beach Park Community Consolidated School District 3 in 1946, the number 115 was assigned to Lake Forest Community High School in 1949.

The last number assigned was number 187 in 1989 by Sybil Yastrow, Regional Superintendent of Schools. She felt that the consolidation of the North Chicago Elementary District 64, and North Chicago High School District 123, was a cooperative effort and the two existing numbers should be added together as a show of unity. North Chicago Community Unit District 187 was established.
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Ruth Blackwell, a retired one room school teacher in Lake County interviewed W.C. Petty, retired County Superintendent of Schools, in 1975, that interview follows:

LAKE COUNTY ONE-ROOM COUNTRY SCHOOLS

Dr. Petty, County Superintendent of Schools from 1931 to 1971, says that the first one-room country school in Lake County was undoubtedly in the Waukegan area.

At the time Dr. Petty started as County Superintendent of Schools, there were 63 one-room country schools in the County. There was one about every two miles.

It was required by law that the County Superintendent visit each school at least once a year. Dr. Petty said he tried to make it at least three visits a year and, of course more, if the school were in difficulty.

About 1931, power-lines began to cross the county and the one-room school could then have lights, automatic heat, running water, and inside toilets. Dr. Petty added that it was often a struggle to get the lines down some of the side roads to a school.
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Dr. Petty first made his school visits in a Model-A-Ford.  His predecessor, Mr. Simpson had used a horse and buggy. When Mr. Simpson made trips to the Antioch, Lake Zurich, or Wauconda areas, he would have to put up his 'rig' at a Livery Stable - - the round-trip was too far for a horse in one day.

One-room country schools were classified by the State by specific standards.

There were:

1.
Superior Schools

2.
Standard Schools

3.
Recognized Schools

Superior schools had teachers with at least two years Normal School training.

The last one-room country school in Lake County was Hickory School, which was consolidated in the early 60's. Gilmer School, a part of Fremont District, was used as an auxiliary room until the late 60's.

The one-room country school was an unique institution. It is now of a past era in Lake County School History.
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Historical note:

Dr Petty related to me many years ago that in his first election campaign in 1930 one of his platforms was, “electric lights and running water in all schools”.





W. L. Thompson
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Cuba

Township 439

School Districts
Number
Kelsey
25

Tower Lake
87

Honey Lake
88

Flint Creek
89

White
90
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KELSEY SCHOOL DISTRICT 25

(Annexed to Barrington Community Consolidated School District 4 in 1949)

LOCATION:
1/8 of a mile east of the intersection of Kelsey Road and Route 22. Part of the Northeast 1/4 of Section 21, Township 43-9.

DATE OF SALE:
Reverted to land owner

BID ANIOUNT:

PURCHASER:

PRESENT USE:
Family residence

COMMENTS:

TOWER LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 87

(Consolidated with North Barrington Community Consolidated

School District 87, July 21, 1945)
LOCATION:
West side of Route 59 at the intersection of Indian Trail Road. Part of the Southeast 1/4, Section ~ Township 43-9.

DATE OF SALE:
Date not recorded in Trustees records.

BID AMOUNT:
No bid amount recorded.

PURCHASER:
Nazareth Barsurmian

PRESENT USE:
Site vacant Private residence, now a part of a subdivision.

COMMENTS:
First school on the site called Daulin Davlin School. When new building was constructed, the school was renamed Tower Lake.
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HONEY LAKE SCHOOL DISTRICT 88

(Consolidated with North Barrington Community Consolidated

School District 89 July 21 1945)

LOCATION:
1/4 mile east of Route 59 on Route 22 on the Northwest corner of Honey Lake Road. Part of Northwest 1/4 of Section 24, Township 43-9.

DATE OF SALE:
Land reverted to heirs of land owner.

BID AMOUNT:

PURCHASER:

PRESENT USE:

COMMENTS:
Site now a part of a larger home site.

FLINT CREEK SCHOOL DISTRICT 89

(Consolidated with North Barrington Community Consolidated School District 89

July 21, 1945. New district was given the number 89)

LOCATION:
West side of Kelsey Road at the intersection of Kelsey, Miller, and Barrrington Roads. Part of Northeast 1/4 of Section 15, Township 43-9.

DATE OF SALE:
March 5, 1949

No minimum bid asked.

BID AMOUNT:
No bid amount indicated in Trustees records.

PURCHASER:
James McGraw

PRESENT USE:
Family residence

COMMENTS:
The building is in excellent condition and the name Flint Creek School in large letters is above the entrance.
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WHITE SCHOOL DISTRICT 90

(Consolidated with North Barrington School District 89, July 21, 1945)

LOCATION:
South side of Cuba Road east of the intersection of Cuba

Road and Route 22. Part of the Southeast 1/4 of Section 26, Township 43-9.

DATE OF SALE:
April 3, 1948

No minimum bid established.

BID AMOUNT:
No sale price recorded in trustee records.

PURCHASER:
Harvey Reeser

PRESENT USE:
Family residence

COMMENTS:
Land reverted to land owners heirs.
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