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LESSONS FROM THE PAST

There’s still much to learn from
Barrington’s one-room schools

Not too long ago, Barrington-
area children atiended one-room
school houses and many are still
aronnd - serving as links foa
bygone era.

areinglon's Umit School
Distriet 220 today serves 7,730
pupils and its boundaries
reach into four counties: Cook,
Lake, McHenry and Kane. It is one of
the Jargest schonl distriets in Ilinois,
covering a total of 72 square miles.

In 1846, following the reurn of our
peopie from Worlg War 11, there were
nearly 14,000 one-room school houses
still in Illinois, according to Arnett C.
Lines' “History of Barringlon.™

In School District 220 alone, there
were 18 one-room school houses al
that time. Mone of these remain in
use today, but many are still standing
and some have been converted to
private residences. They are a great
reminder of our historic past and
have a lesson to teach us even today.

One of Barringlon’s earliest one-
room schools was a log buitding that
stood on Main Street, just west of
Hough Street, near the present-day
Catlow Theater. It was built circa
1847, and existed before Barrington
was even a town. Lester Delos Casile
was a teacher thére and walked
across the grass prairie from his farm
on Hillside to attend classes,
according to his great-granddaughter,
Grace Castle, wha lives in Barrington
today.

Even earlier, in 1840, the settlers
around Miller Grove on Sutton Road,
known as Barringlon Center, meant
1o provide for a one-room log schaol
in their area.

A nolice was posted and the

Directory

By GEORGE VAN HAGEN

once existed within the boundaries of nur

e directory of one-recom school houses that
present-day Unit School Distriet 220 would

read as follows:

1. Barrington’s original one-room school
house, built circa 1847 (before Barringlon was a
town), was located on Main Streetl west of
Houph Street near the present-day Catlow
Theuter, The log school was sold arcund 1866 10
a Caplain Sabin who moved the building across
trnen Lo become a tavern. Al that time, the

it

Castle

township of Barrington was
organized. The U.5. Gevernment
Land Ordinances of 1785 and 1787
provided that, in all new townships
carved out of public land in the west,
section 16 in every township would be
reserved for the support and
maintenance of public schools in that
township. The ordinance further
stated that: "Religion, morality and
knowledge being necessary to good
government and the happiness of
mankind, schools and the means of
education shall be forever
encouraged.”

The Miller Grove one-room school
house existed at that time and was
located just east of the Barrington
Center Church. This school building
was later torm down and the school
moved to property on Brinker Road,
where it is now a private residence.

Debbie Wilder Cook attended the
Jackson and Haeger schools during
the 1930s.

of Local One-Room Schools

rooms, one above the other.,

students were moved to a new frame building at
320 & Washington Si. The building still exists
as a private residence, The first Hough Street
School was built in 1855 and consisted of iwo

2. Miller Grove School, also known as
Barrington Center, was built arcund 1840 just
east of the church on Sutton Road. The one-
room log building was later torn down ancd
rebuilt of brick on land farther east on Brinker
Road, It is now a private residence.

1. Waterman School, built cirea 1886, is

{Continued on page 108)
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Pleture courtesy Lidia Shiley Johnaon aml Chanles (ally

Lageschulte School was originally located on the northwest corner of Bar-
rington Road and Route 68. In 1934, its students included: Front row — De-
light Buell, left, Betty Nimtz, Martha O'Donnell, Donne Hein, Ethel Gilly,
Lucllle Swanson, and Audry Nimtz; Second row — Harold Shiley, left, Ruth
0'Donnell, Dorothy Vucie, Jacqueline Buell, Delvin Johnston, Velma Gilly, John
Hein, angd teacher Addie Filbert; Third row — Robert O'Donnell, Pale Moole-
naar, Westly Kamp, Robert Gilly, Jobn Johnston, Patrick O'Donnell, and
Charles Gilly; Top row — Lidia Shiley, left, Hazel Johnston, Ruth Bettin, and

Mary Heln.

“The schools

had a poibelly
stove for heat, no
running water
and kerosene
larmps for light,”
Cook recalled. "1
remember [ wore
a heavy

OLD HOUSE
COULDTALK
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sheepskin coat to

stay warm and

corduroy knickers with high-top
leather boots with a special pocket for
ajack knife.

"“Phoebe Nelson taught at Jackson
Sechool, and she was one tough lady.
A real no-nonsense teacher.”

George Van Hugen is a lifelong
Barrington resident and historian.
Historical records made nvailable
courtesy of the Barnngton Area
Historcal Society, 212 W, Main St
Memenios of Barrington history are
available al its gift shop, (847)
381-1730.
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WHITE SCHOOL
Tribute 10 & teacher
17 3 ONe-room school

an Johnson atiended White complained and often, after
D School starting in 1925 He and reprimanding a difficult student, she
Florence Lindberg were the only could be found in the cloakroom
kids in first grade, and Pearl Benson wiping a iear [rom her eye.

was the leacher for many years. “Miss Benson handied all eight

«She was a saint, if there ever was grades alone, starting with first grade

ane,” Johnson said, “She cared about | inthe morning and mOving across all :

all her students and made 5ure they pight grades, then starting over and Ihato rourtesy Don JohnronfLdilian Vimders Finset!

joft her charge with the knowledge repeating the process until — at day’s  Students at White School in 1932 included: Front row — Floyd Hartwig, left,

they needed to enter nigh school. end — she had covered no less than Jimmy Dinsmore, Metvin Hartwig, Robert Lindberg, Bud Nestierode, and Peter
“T'm sure [didnt appreciate it at five subjects with each grade. Sh Johnson; Second row — 1esse Rudgers, Eunice Morecraft, Marion Rodgers,

::‘\‘.’ t.:.“e' ;5 I‘fh‘t)“lg Ta‘;‘e' But.in :’35 a Ect:g good teacher and a great Dolores Saracino, Lotraine, unidentified boy, Norman Nestlerode, and Betty

a(‘lr:r:)r:;)?iﬁ:;d‘ait ::\a?iesmi realize how man being- Overly; Third Row — Don Johnson, teft, Gerhardt _Neisel, Eileen Jayne, Arlene

ifficult her job was. She never __ George Van Hagen Hartwig, Russell Mitchell, Florence Undberg, Doris Overly, and Lillian Linders;

in back teacher Jean Herren.

When students - .
g ATERMA SCHOOL
Waterman ' 9 .
: B . []
Scrlbbllngs keep the fire going had to climb o
the top of the wood pite and toss the

Schoot were sent
1o fetch waod for
logs down. Sometimes while nn the

the schoel's
stove, they

scribbled these t t top of the pile, they found time to
notes on the rom e P aS leave Messages reminiscent of the old
i schoal days.
ceiling of the ) . _
wood shed that aught in time are scribhlings on Typical was the poctt II'IISCrIb("d
have been c the ceiling of the wondshed at and pm;ewed even today:
preserved by the the old Waterman School. Here is “Ladies and gentlemen, take my
Luilding's current where the wood was kept for the adwice
ownef. stove in the school house. Tuke down Your punts and slide on

Those pupils who were agsigned to the ice.”

The winter of
1936 found
Kelsey School
students sNOow-
hound at home
— until a horse
and sleigh came
to pick them up.
passengers on
this school 'bus’
included: Front
row —Gordan
Hafer, June Jan-
sen, unidentified,
unidentified,
pearl Olumstad,
Littian Immens,
Anita Jansen, Phote rourtesy Pearl Qlumstad Bxtes

Edith Olumstad, Phyllis Kelsey, unidentified, Roland Kelsey. Robert Immens,
and Myrtle Kitby; Top row — Katie Hafer and Florence Smith.

Photn couresy Pamnglon Area Historical Snviet

K Waterman school, built around 1886, is 2 private residence today.
ELSEY SCHO OL horses were feokod up b a sleigh eopunty schools within our township
that look them to ihe school at Kelsey were popuiar arud very campelitive.”
S h 1 ‘-b ) 1 1 h l d 11 d Road and Route 22. Estes said. “Classrooms sometimes
c OO us S elg I‘l e reca e 1 marvel at the way those one_: had a pianc in them and we would

: i 5 ‘Gold
room school teachers survived,” she ?:Eolrlil;eggzg:‘the Golden Book of

earl Qlumstiad Estes attended Linegoln. said. "Thfrr}? we_rue trm teler:]ht(;nef-; or «aq {he end of the schonl yenr we
Kelsey School during the early pearl particularly recalls the winter s;c;{}l! Y.‘h'lsy Jnsf npﬁn& . 15;( a0rS would have a big family picnic in th
19305. That's when studenis of 1936 when people were “NOW a e children fount eir way. park where awards were handed ou
were taught by Eunice Reese who bound and some children couldn’t get “Teachers emphasized reading and

was a descendent of Abraham to school for weeks. Finally a team of penmanship. Speiling bees between _. George Van liagen
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FLINT CREEK SCHOOL

] 0ld school still holds memories
of the pledge & the three RS’

! uth O'Keefe Martin attended schoal, around 1935,
school at Flint Creek in the Ruth remembers that her
i early 1930s.

grandfather bought her a nice coat as
She is the granddaughter of James

a reward for nat missing a day of
McGraw who bought the farm on school, and every day they recited the
which the original Flint Creek School

The orlginal Flint

sto courlesy partn

Creek School, built on John McGraw's farm, bumed down

the former

Pledge of Allegiance before starting
was built. After this school burned school and learning their three “R's”
Jdowns it was replaced by a red brick and was replaced
-«

one-room school is a private residence.

|

(reading, writing and ‘rithmetic).

Phole enurlesy Rarrington Area Histarical Society

Haeger School was built In 1857 and the school grounds included & cemetery. Today the one-rgom school house is a

private home complete with cemetery in the yard.

HENDRICKSON/HUMPHREY SCHOOL
Organ filled one-room school with music

T originally given by John

Hendrickson and was later renamed
Humphrey after a Civil War hero.

It was a one-room frame building
of while clapboard in the traditionai
New England style. It was completely
furnished with desk f{or the teacher,
desks for the pupils, blackbeards, and
hed blast stove,

One of the Tirst teachers was May
Andrews from Chicago. She was very
progressive and, hesides her regular
class work. she started a Sunday
Sehool.

T aid her, the school district
purchased a reed organ which
furnished the students with music for
many years.

As the harvest scason came Lo an
end on the farm, the enroliment at
aphoo] increased, it held steacly
during the winter and declined in the
spring as the parents needed Lhe
children on the farm.

he Handrickson/Bumphrey

Plante crartesy Sharkey Slover Jure

HendricksoryHumphrey School students in 1937 included: First row — Alice
Young, left, Lucille Rieke, and George Krabbe; Top row — Robert Volz, left,
Shirley Stover, Lois Young, and teacher Laura Witt. Wift and several of the
girls are wearing feed sack dresses. These were popular during the Great De-
pression and were made from cloth feed sacks that were available on the

farm.

{Sanrce: “History of Humphrey
School by Lawra C. Wilt, a teacher al
the Humphrey, Waierman, Hough,
anel Grove schools.)

by this red brick building around 1935. Today,

HAEGER
SCHOOL

Former pupil
shares memories

J at Meadow Hill and Spring Creek
roade, in “the old days.”

“During recess, we used to play in
ihe old cemetery,” she said. "Faith
Rawson was our teacher. Some ol my
classmates were Joan Hilton. and the
Mead brothers. [ used tihave ta hve
at Ruth Mead's house nn Ridge Raaed
because the roads were so bad in
winter, I couldn't get home.

“Ruth was a wonderful friend and
taught art at many of the one-ronm
school houses in the area. traveling in
her car from school to school. She
lived to be 100 and many of her
paintings are much sought after in
the Rarrington area ioday.”

— George Van [Hagen

Lifelong

ean Flock Kelly remembers

earl Olumstad Estes says that

P some lessons stay with you your
entire life.

4] remember on the back of the
certificates handed out [or perfect
atiendance and reading, thesc words
of advice which are still good today.”
she said.

It's hard to argue with her, Here
are those words of advice:

Twelve Things to Rememher
L. The Value of Time

I1. The Suceess of Perseverance
1. The pleasure of working
IV. The dignity of sitnplicity
¥. The warth of character

V1. The power of kindness

VIL The influence of example
VI1L. The obligation of duty
IX. The wisdom of economy
X. The virtue of patience

X1. The improvement of tatent
K15, The joy of originating
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Inezated an the southwest 186G out ol eud Db aned
caorner nf Penny and Rartlelt as part ol a
roads, Today it is A privale
residence.

4, Humphrey School (alst
known as the Hendrickson
Srh(mh.huill around 19860,
was lncated on Algonnuin
Road near Witt Road. The
building was later moved and
bhecame partof a private
residenre on Penny Road.

romains loday
private residenee,
it is loeated on Ctha Raad
e Ol HBarrington Rondd. 1]
Plhe oripinal wehionl was
named after the White Tamily
who enwned p fanm in this arca
#. Kelsey Gehoal, built cired
18RO, 18 Ineateal at the
northeast eoTner of Kelsey
foad and Route 92 Today it 1%
a private residence. 1L was
hilt on land danated by the
Keolsoy family who
homesleaded in this area.

T

5. Pickinson School (also
known as the Dierck Schooll,
buill circa 1856, is located
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White School as it looks today. remodeled into
The fagpole stil stands in the front yard, as it
when the building served as a C

the school beli is still in its tower
in place ready 10 beckon students
room has been retained to actual
new owners, with the original maple floors
cailings still in place.

+ Teachers

Christmas* Graduation

he Barvingfon Avrea

A6 iertificate from !
Retail Oppmttier.

{ chamber of Commeree

0. Flint Crerk School,
\oented an Miller Roatd near
he junetion ol Relsey anl
River roadls, was prigmally a
ane rian 10g Lutilding cirea
1840
The Denlin Gehool, Aronimid
1RGO, L was repliced witlya
white [rame sehonl w
tater destroved by fire
replaced wilha hhick
slyucture cirea

is a private residence.

near the corther ol toules 25
atwd (2. The schonl was built
frean couniry atone found n
{he Barringlon arca and is lill
slanding. At one time. mnaeh
ter, it honsetl the Barringlon
Tilts Police Station.

. Jackson Sehol, cired
1ARG, was loenated on onlen
Hoad near Raleman Road on
the old Jackson Farm,

+. White Schaonl, first il
as a one-room log schonl
around 1844, was rebuillin

Redecemable at 104
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(rifr Cerfificates may
and

" "F'he Chamber Office
325 N. Hough 5¢., Barrington
381-2525

an atactive

10, Honey Lake Sehonl,

tnlt viren YREL.
floney Take ] jusl
of Rete 22 Originally the
achinnl had new

lowated on

and Cuba road
1o Ridge Roas
hy o fornado in 1867

reon Blasgrrient Socirty

a residence.
did in 1860
hurch and school combined.
and the hell Tope still hands
to their books. The school
size as a Yving room for its
and decoralive tin

arne] WS Oniee K 0s
hieh wits

10136, Today it

is Jocitted on
norlh

-oll, 5o children
ad Lo hring walerin heeir

ety huekel s Tewlany i1 15 A
private resiclenee

11. Forler School, was
PBuckely Read

midway hotween Ok Knoll
= T was moved

antl destroved

12, 1larger Sehnal, built
cirea 1ASA, IS 1ocated
gerithwes! cormer of Meadow
Hil and Spring Creek roatds
An early cometery is lacaled
just west nf the school honse.
Taday, the Juilding isa
private residenee,

i3. Tower Lake Schonl,
puilt around 1857, 18 jorated
om the west sirle of Route 59
near Inthan Trail Road. Todny
the building is a privale

residence.
11. Throckmorion Schonl,

was Incatled on the coTheT of
Hedm Read and Route 25 The
building has heen remaved.

15. Donlea Schoof, Incated

on the cast side nl Sutlon
Jroad south ol Donlea Cornet,
is a privale resilenee.

16. Lageschulir Sl whs
aripinnlly loeaked o the
norlhwest eorneT of
Barringtom foad and Roule
6. Later il was moved o
Plum Grove, and tndday il
EETVER A% 3 residenee.

17. Bucklin School was
Jorated on the nofth gide of
Penmy and 1lealy Ropads, oast

ol Bateman Road.

18, Peer Grove School was
lacaled on Ela Road, hetween
Filiside and Norlihnaest
Highway.

+19. New Fra Schoo] was
tncated on Higginsg Road near

Roul e GR.
0. Beverly schanl was

Jocated nn the sonithwest
corner of Reute 72 anil

Reverly Road.
*21. Loomis School is

aeated south ol Route 72 and
wost nf the FI&E railread
1rarks on lhe Sears Prairiv
Blone developmenl. It was

built of red wrick and sold for
in 1061 B was the

o residenen
Jast of the pne-Toom achenl
HOURER 10 SUTVIVE i ook

County

«22 Bennclt Selwnnd, a one-

room sehnal honse with hell

Jony

o, arul is newa privale
resitlonee

Gartrendes formerone rana
Rarrvington Arra bt
District

schools in
noi i present Sehont

N az2i.

rr, s fewrateed on e north
<jele 0l Miller Hoad near Haned

£iF 4 ertificatos come n
foliber with a shopping B g A
[t e 8¢ reutanntnibe
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Tell it 1o your local
Pioneer Press newspaper

(847) 381-9200
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